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REACHING MORECAMBE 1

INTRODUCTION

Jesus is Lord of Morecambe

Matthew 28:18 
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Romans 1:16
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. 

Evangelism = _________________________			_____


1. 
2.  
3.  
4. 

· Why don’t we evangelise? 


Three things we can agree on…

1.  
2.   
3.  

CREATING A CULTURE OF EVANGELISM








Philippians 1:4-5
In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now…

Philippians 1:27
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel. 

J Mack Styles
I long for a church that understands that it -the local church – is the chosen and best method of evangelism. 



CHRISTIANS
Our Motivations

1. God the Evangelist

God speaks to create Genesis 1:3, 26

God speaks to save
· Noah Genesis 6:13-14
· Abraham Genesis 12:1
· Moses Exodus 3:4

Hosea 11:1
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.

Jesus the Evangelist

The Word of God John 1:1; God’s ‘message’ Hebrews 1:2

Mark 1:14-15

· What are Jesus’ first words in Mark? 
· What do they mean? 
· Why are these words so important?

Mark 1:35-39

· Why do the disciples want Jesus? Why do the people want Jesus?
· Why do you think Jesus got up early to pray?
· What is Jesus’ priority?

Mark 6:34

· Jesus sees the crowd and has compassion on them. What does Jesus do first? Why? 

Ephesians 2:17
He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 

The Spirit the evangelist

2 Peter 1:21
Prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

2 Timothy 3:15
…and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 1:5
Our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction.
2 Corinthians 4:5-6
For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 

2. God’s people: evangelists

· Noah
2 Peter 2:5 Noah a preacher of righteousness 

· Abraham
[bookmark: 27]Genesis 12:8 There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 

· Joseph 

· Israel 
Exodus 19:4-6
You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine,  you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

· Jesus’ 12 disciples
Acts 1:8
[bookmark: _GoBack]But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

· Jesus’ later disciples 
Matthew 28:19-20
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.

Matthew 28:19-20 Young’s Literal Translation
Having gone, then, disciple all the nations, (baptizing them - to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all, whatever I did command you)

Acts 2:42

· What do the believers do in Jerusalem? 

Acts 8:1-5

· What then happens to the believers in Jerusalem? 
· What do they do? 

Acts 11:19-22

· What are they the first to do?

Acts 13:1-3

· What kind of Church are they?
3. __________________

Ephesians 1:7-8
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us. 



4. ___________________


Psalm 96:2-3
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds among all peoples.

John Piper
Missions is not the ultimate goal of the Church. Worship is. Missions exist because worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.

You can’t commend what you don’t cherish…where passion for God is weak, zeal for missions will be weak.

All of history is moving toward one great goal, the white hot worship of God and His Son among all the peoples of the earth. Missions is not that goal. It is the means. And for that reason it is the second greatest activity in the world…Worship is the fuel and goal of missions.

J Mack Styles
If you are bored with the gospel, you need to take a deep look at the sin of your heart. 


5. ______________________


· People really are made in the image of God


Genesis 9:6
Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man. 

· People really are in ruins


Ephesians 2:1-3
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 

Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 



· People really face judgement day

2 Thessalonians 1:7-10
This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.  He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marvelled at among all those who have believed.

· People really can be changed

2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

· People really can enjoy a wonderful future

Psalm 16:11
You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Psalm 37:4
Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Revelation 21:3-4
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

Jonathan Edwards
Where will all of our worldly enjoyments be, when we are laid in the silent grave?
Resolved, to live as I shall wish I had done, when I come to die.
Resolved, to live as I shall wish I had done, ten thousand ages hence.
Lord, stamp eternity on my eyeballs!

Summary

Conclusion

· What have you found helpful and encouraging this evening?




· What ideas do you have to help create a Church culture of evangelism?




· Who would you like to pray for?



PRAY 
5

image1.png
BAY




